COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL     
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE INN COLWINSTON ON TUESDAY APRIL 14TH 2015 AT 7.30PM

1. ATTENDANCE

Councillors:

G. Bates                    Chairman  
E. Lewis                     Vice Chairman
W. Bellin

Mrs J Horton

B. Kennard

Mrs H Maclehose

Mrs. C. Roach

County Councillor R Thomas

Clerk: In the absence of Jo Howells, Councillor Lewis took the Minutes of the meeting

    Three members of the public were present. 
2. APOLOGIES: None received.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  

· See Item 6 on Planning Matters
· Cllr Roach to return declarations form concerning party membership.
4. MINUTES OF THE  PREVIOUS MEETING
· The minutes of the meeting, which took place on Tuesday 10th March 2015 had been previously circulated by the Clerk and were accepted unanimously as a true and accurate record. It was proposed by Councillor Roach and seconded by Councillor Maclehose that they be accepted. The Minutes were then signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman and the Clerk. These will be placed on the website in due course. A hard copy will be available if requested. 
· Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on Sunday March 22nd 2015 had been previously circulated and agreed- proposed by Cllr Kennard and seconded by H. Maclehose..

5. MATTERS ARISING

· Defibrillator: The new defibrillator has now been installed on the outside of the Sycamore Tree Inn. The Clerk had contacted Marc Allen on a couple of occasions about arranging training sessions for residents  but has not so far had a definite response to establish dates when that could be done.
· Untaxed Vehicles: These have now been removed.
· Post Office Services: The Clerk is awaiting a reply from the Post Office Customer Services about this matter
· Footpath: There have been no further developments since officers from the Vale were seen in the field to the rear of Hen Cartref.  Cllr Lewis will pursue this matter and update members at the next meeting. 
· Retention of Records: One of the members of the public attending the meeting said that he had some old records that had been removed from the Village Hall during a clear out some time ago and thinks some of them might be old Parish Council records. The Chairman advised that the person does not have any of the records which means that they are probably lost. 
· Retention of Records: the Clerk had received an email from the National Library of Wales re the UK Web Archive, which will maintain records from, amongst others, Community Councils. The Council is happy to do this, therefore a copyright licence form needs to be completed. The records of the Village website have already been archived through this scheme and it was agreed that the Community Council should also do this. The Clerk will complete the form and return it to the National Library. 
· The Clerk had examined in detail the email from One Voice Wales which drew attention to changes in Chapters 8 and 13 of the Governance and Accountability for local Councils in Wales- A practitioner’s guide, as amended in December 2014. Chapter 8 focuses on the requirement for Internal Audit processes to be carried out regularly. The Clerk will discuss this with Paul Griffiths in due course. Chapter 13 concerns the budget setting process and the Clerk will follow the guidelines as set out in the next round of budget setting and in the reporting of expenditure in the 2015/16 financial year. 
Casual Vacancy:
·  There was no call for an Election to fill this vacancy, either to the Community Council or to The Vale of Glamorgan Council, so Democratic Services have said that we can process to fill the vacancy by co-option. This can be done in May when Councillor Horton formally leaves the Council. Cllrs Kennard and Lewis will interview potential candidates.
Reshaping Services Agenda:
· Since the last meeting, the Clerk had heard nothing further from the Vale about these proposals

· Resignation of Clerk: Jane Motte has met with Jo Howells and agreed a handover process.
· A member of the public attending the meeting asked the Community Council to review Minutes from a meeting which took place on March 10th 2009. He pointed out that the Community Council has a duty of care to protect persons raising matters that might lead to their identities being revealed, thus potentially endangering them or their families. Until recently, anyone wanting to inspect the Minutes of the Community Council had to make an appointment with the Clerk to access a hard copy of the Minutes but these are now easily available in electronic form on the Council’s website, including Minutes going back to 2009 and beyond and are also revealed by a Google search. He asked that his name be removed from the Minutes of the meeting held on March 10th 2009 to protect himself and his family. He has taken legal advice on this matter and will provide a copy of this for future reference. It was proposed by Councillor Roach and seconded by Councillor Horton that his name should be struck from the records as requested. The Clerk and Councillor Lewis will amend the records accordingly- both the digital and hard copy ones. This has been actioned.
6. PLANNING MATTERS:
Land at the rear of St David’s School: 
· All Councillors present at the meeting (EXCEPT COUNCILLORS BELLIN AND KENNARD) have dispensations to both speak and vote on this matter – see Minute 3 
· The Chairman reported that the Judge had rejected the application for a Judicial Review but the Court had agreed to the Application for a Protective Costs Order. The cost to the Community Council had been limited to £1913.10. The Council agreed to pay this sum immediately on receipt of an invoice. There was a discussion on the issue and a member of the public spoke at length about the effort that had gone into the campaign to oppose this development. The Chairman advised that 31 villagers had made financial contributions to date and a letter needed to go to each household advising them of the failure of the Judicial review with a return of the monies received.
    Other Applications:  

2105/00288/FUL Honeysuckle Cottage- application to erect a front porch and a single storey kitchen extension. The Clerk had circulated details of this application to Councillors. There were no objections to the application.
Local Development Plan:

There has been no further action re this since last month

7. WORLD WAR ONE COMMEMORATIONS

The Chairman has contacted the stonemason about the work needed to finish off the site as discussed last month and is awaiting a response and an estimate of the costs.
Councillor Roach reminded the meeting that the work done by Councillor Bellin needs to be framed and displayed. The Chairman had asked the Village Hall Committee if it can go in the Committee Room on permanent display and this was agreed. A good quality picture framing exercise was now required to complete this..
8. CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk reported that she had received the following correspondence up to March 31st 2015:

· Details of Wales in Bloom Campaign 2015
· Advice on help for residents in fuel poverty via One Voice Wales

· Agenda and Reports for the Community Liaison Committee meeting on March 18th
· Information on a new National Plant Monitoring Scheme

· Information from the Plunkett Foundation on saving services and setting up community owned amenities in Wales

· Details of Consultations on Council tax Exemptions for Long term Empty Homes and Second Homes

· Information re the Vale of Glamorgan Council draft improvement Objectives for 2105/16 for Public Consultation
· Request for motions to be put forward to the One Voice Wales AGM

· Details of the Stage 2 process of the Review of Designated Landscapes in Wales

· Notification that the Local Government Byelaws (Wales) Act 2012 will be fully commenced on 31st March 2015

· Enquiry from a reporter at Wales Online re the closure of St David’s School because of a sickness bug. No comment was made.

· Copy of a written statement from the Minister for Communities and Tackling Poverty in relation to Assets of Community Value

· Letter via One Voice Wales concerning the refreshed 2 Tier Code annual monitoring exercise re the Code of practice on Workforce Matters.

· Copy of the draft response from One Voice Wales to the White Paper Consultation on Reforming Local Government. The closing date for responses is April 28th. 
9. Finance Report:

Balances of the Council’s accounts as at March 31st 2015 were:

Current Account: £ 1360.41 credit. 
Deposit Account: £ 1685.73 credit.  
Invoices for Payment: 

In view of the resignation of Jane Motte as the Clerk to the Community Council, which took effect on Match 31st 2015, it was agreed by the Chairman and Vice Chairman that Mrs Motte could submit her time sheet up to March 31st, including an allowance of 10 hours for the hand over to the new Clerk. The Chairman and Vice Chairman agreed that the cheque in payment of the Clerk’s salary should be issued to her at the end of March, rather than waiting until the April meeting of the Council, so that it could be processed within the 2014-15 Tax Year. This course of action was approved unanimously by the Council.

As the new Clerk, Jo Howells, already has access to IT equipment, she does not need the laptop being used by the previous Clerk, Jane Motte asked if she could buy the laptop from the Community Council to keep it for her personal use. A price of £90 was agreed with the Chair and Vice Chair, based on the residual value of the machine, calculated as 8/36 of the original purchase price of £404 in November 2012. The cheque from Jane Motte in settlement of that amount was banked before April 5th in order to complete matters before the end of the financial year. This course was approved unanimously by the Council.

It was proposed by Councillor Kennard and seconded by Councillor Horton     that these payments be ratified and this was approved unanimously

Details of the renewal of the insurance cover for the Community Council have been received by Zurich Insurance and have been passed to the new Clerk. The renewal date is June, so payment (£243) does not need to be made until the next meeting. It was agreed to reimburse Cllr Bates for the court costs incurred on behalf of the Council. 
10. TRAINING COURSES

None reported. 

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

County Cllr Thomas advised that Mr Rob Thomas was now the MD for the Vale of Glamorgan Council.
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

· The next meeting of the Community Council which is the Annual Meeting, will take place on Tuesday May 12th 2015 at 19.30pm in the Sycamore Tree Inn. This will be immediately followed by the May meeting.
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DATE…………………………………………………………………….

SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL

 DATE……………………………………………………………………
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